
In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful 
 

Question: 
 
Respected Mufti sahib of Darul Uloom Deoband, 
 
Hopefully, you are doing well. 
 
The following questions are humbly put forth to you in hope of your help in this matter: 
 

(1) In countries which are ‘ādiyah’ (i.e. geographically positioned close to the equator, and not 
relatively very far north or south of the equator) and Muslims are living there as a minority, 
what responsibilities do these Muslims have regarding the preservation their Hijri date and the 
beginning of the Islamic month?  On what basis should they begin Ramadan and celebrate the 
two Eids? 
 

(2) What is the definition and limit of ittihād l’matāli’ (إتحاد المطالع, i.e. the unity of the horizon in the 
different places) as well as ikhtilāf l’matāli’ (إختلاف المطالع, i.e. the variation of the horizons in 
different places)?  Which one did our Akābir (elder) scholars act upon? 
 

(3) When acting upon the view of ittihād l’matāli’ (إتحاد المطالع, i.e. the unity of the horizon in the 
different places), is it necessary to always follow Saudi Arabia, as experience bears witness that 
the moon is always sighted first in Saudi? 
 

(4) What is the opinion of the scholars of Deoband about Tawhīd al-Ahillah wa al-A’yād (unifying 
the moon sightings and Eids), i.e. making the Saudi announcement the basis for determining the 
Ramadan and Eids for all Muslims worldwide? 
 

(5) Is the sighting of the east valid for the people of the west? If so, what are the conditions? 
 

 
 

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful 
 
Answer (by the help of Allah): 
 

(1) Without a doubt, it is obligatory upon the Muslims of a country to preserve their Hijri date.   
However, this obligation is not upon every individual (fardh ‘ain), rather it is a fardh kifāyah, i.e. 
if some of the Muslims try to sight the new moon every month, this obligation will be fulfilled on 
behalf of the rest.   
 
There are clear orders in the Hadīth about beginning the month of Ramadan and celebrating Eid.  

 
 "صوموا لرؤيته وأفطروا لرؤيته"

“(Begin) Fast by its sighting, and break fast (celebrate Eid) by its sighting”    
 



Thus the beginning of Ramadan and the celebration of Eid is based on the sighting of the moon.  
We will fast when the moon is sighted and we will celebrate Eid as well when the moon is 
sighted.   
 
 
Further, the prophetic order is:  
 

 "فإن غم عليكم الهلال فأكملوا ثلاثين"

“If [due to] cloudiness, [you are unable to sight] the new moon, complete [the month with] 
thirty days” 

 
In this situation, if the sighting is established from outside through a confirmed source which is 
khabr mūjib, or binding report, it is permissible to act upon it as well.  

 
(2) In the view of the earlier jurists (Mutaqaddimūn), ikhtilāf l’matāli’ (إختلاف المطالع, i.e. the variation 

of the horizons in different places) is not valid.   However, Maulana Abdul Hai Farangi Lucknowi 
wrote in Majmū’ah al-Fatāwā (vol. 1, pg 254) that the later jurists (Muta’akhirrūn) held the view 
that there is consideration for the differences of the horizons and this is the sahīh (accepted) 
view.  
 
For example, when it is day in America and Canada, it is night in India and vice versa.  As this a 
clearly visible fact, it is necessary to consider the differences of the horizons thereof.   
 
There then remains the issue of the distance limit for the differences of the horizons.  Many 
views can be found from the scholars regarding this, however, all of the views are unclear.  After 
much discussion about these different views, our scholars have reached the best conclusion.  If, 
by accepting the sighting of another place, our month becomes 28 or 31 days, the difference of 
the horizons will be taken into consideration (i.e. such a sighting from a far-distant place is not 
acceptable).     
 

(3) The view of ittihād l’matāli’ (إتحاد المطالع, i.e. the unity of the horizon in the different places) is not 
sahīh (i.e. unacceptable).  This is a clearly visible fact.  So, obligating the entire world’s Muslims 
to accept the sighting of any one place is not permissible.  In all situations, we must act upon the 
Hadīth and sight the moon to begin fasting or to celebrate the two Eids.   
 
Imam at-Tirmizhī dedicated a chapter of his al-Jāmi’ at-Tirmizhī to "لكل أهل بلد رؤيتهم" meaning the 
people of every country must act according to the sighting of their own country.  In it, he 
narrated the hadīth of Hadhrat Kuraib, may Allah be pleased with him.  In summary, the moon 
was sighted in Shām one day earlier than in Hijāz (i.e. Madīnah Munawwarah).  Thus, Amīr 
Mu’āwaiyyah announced the Eid one day earlier in Shām than Hadhrat Ibn ‘Abbās did in 
Madīnah, may Allah be pleased with both of them, and Eid was celebrated on different days 
according to their respective sightings.    
 

(4) From the hadith mentioned in al-Jāmi’ at-Tirmizhī, it is clear that the view of ittihād l’matāli’ 
 and unity of the Eids is not (i.e. the unity of the horizon in the different places ,إتحاد المطالع)
acceptable in light of the Sharī’ah.   
 



(5) In all of the books of Fiqh, it is found that the sighting of the west is acceptable for the people of 
the east. The opposite situation (i.e. whether the sighting of the east is acceptable or not for the 
people of the west) is not mentioned.   
 
The great muhaddith, Hadhrat Habībur Rahmān al-A’zhamī, once asked me this very question in 
one of his letters.  “Why did the Fuqahā only mention one side of the issue? Why did they 
remain silent about whether the sighting of the east is acceptable or not for the people of the 
west?”  This lowly one responded that there is greater possibility of the moon being sighted in 
the west as opposed to the east, because the western direction is closer to the rising of the 
moon than the eastern direction.  For this reason, it is easier and more likely to sight the moon 
quickly in the west.  The eastern direction is very far from the rising of the moon, thus it is 
difficult to sight it there.  The Fuqahā have remained silent due to this reason, thus they did not 
accept it.  Hadhrat was very happy with this answer and verified it to be correct.     
 

والله أعلم –فقط   
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