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The Hidden Gems of Fajr Salaah

For many of us, waking up for Fajr can be difficult and burdensome. However,
here are some virtues that we fail to realise!
1) Oath by Fajr
As Muslims, we are not allowed to take oaths by anyone other than Allah,
But Allah, the Most Majestic can take an oath by anything he wishes.
In the beginning of Surah Fajr, the 89th Chapter of the Qur’an, Allah begins
the Surah by swearing upon the dawn (Fajr),
"By the dawn”

Every oath made by Allah in the Qur'an emphasises its importance and
likewise, Allah has emphasised the time of Fajr.
2) The two Sunnah Rakaats of Fajr are better than the entire world
In the Hadith of Sayyidah Aisha Radhiyallahu Anha, the Prophet Sallallahu
Alayhi wa Sallam said,

“Two Rakaats of prayer before the Fajr (Fardh) prayer are better than the

world and whatever is in it. (Muslim)

3) Whoever prays the Fajr prayer comes under the protection of Allah
In the hadith reported by Jundub ibn Abdullah Radhiyallahu Anhu, the prophet
Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said,

“He who performs the Fajr will be under the protection of Allah.” (Muslim)
For the one who offers the Fardh of Fajr prayer, Allah will protect them from
harm the entire day until the next Fajr prayer.

4) The recitation of Qur’an at Fajr is withessed
Allah Ta’ala says in the Qur'an,

“Establish prayer at the decline of the sun until the darkness of the night and

recite the Qur’an at Fajr. Indeed, the recitation of Fajr is ever
witnessed.” (Surah Bani Israeel verse 78)
Who is it witnessed by?
The Messenger of Allah Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam recited this verse and
said,
“It is witnessed by the angels of the night and the day.” (Tirmidhi)

Out of all the 5 obligatory prayers, our Prophet Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam
made the Fajr prayer the longest because he understood this amazing virtue.
5) Remembering Allah after Fajr can earn you the reward of Hajj &
Umrah
The Messenger Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said,
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“Whoever prays the morning prayer in congregation, and thereafter sits
remembering Allah until the sun rises and prays two Rakahs (Duha) will have
a reward similar to the Hajj and Umrah pilgrimage.” (Tirmidhi)

Lastly, great emphasis has been placed upon preserving the Fajr prayer along
with the Asr prayer because it is a time when deeds are taken by the angels to

Allah Ta’ala.
The Messenger Sallallahu Alayhi wa Sallam said,

“A group of angels stay with you at night and (another group of) angels by
daytime, and both groups gather at the time of the ‘Asr and Fajr prayers.
Then those angels who have stayed with you overnight, ascend and Allah
asks them about you — (even though) He knows everything about you. ‘In
what state did you leave My slaves?’

The angels reply, ‘When we left them, they were praying, and when we
reached them they were praying.’ ” (Bukhari)

We make Dua that Allah grants us all the understanding to realise the
significance of this great prayer and grants us the ability to get up and offer it
regularly.

How to Earn the Reward of Hajj & Umrah
Everyday

“Whoever prays Fajr in congregation then sits remembering Allah until
the sun rises, then prays two rak’ahs, will have a reward like that of Hajj
and ‘Umrah, complete, complete, complete.” [Tirmidhi]

There’s no journey, no spiritual experience, nor such a chance to connect with
Allah Almighty quite as powerful as Hajj.

Every year, Muslims from around the world gather their hard earned savings
and make the epic journey towards Makkah to perform the rituals of Hajj we
all know so well.

With such a journey comes plenty of sacrifice, strength, tears, joy, and of
course an unimaginable amount of rewards. After all, as the Hadith says:

“Whoever performs Hajj and does not commit any
obscenity or commit any evil will go back (free of)
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sin as on the day his mother bore him” [Bukhari,

Muslim]
In part of another Hadith, the Blessed Messenger of Allah (may the peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) said:

“...an accepted Hajj brings no reward but Paradise.”
[Bukhari, Muslim]

Coming back sinless like the day we were born, or having a chance to attain
guaranteed Paradise are both reasons why so many of us long for the
opportunity to perform Haijj. For many of us however, the time for Allah’s call
may not arrive for years or even decades.

In Allah’s (swt) infinite Mercy, He has given us the chance to earn such
rewards even from the comfort of our own homes. Say what?! Yes! Although
there is no substitute for performing Hajj in real life — as it is an obligation
upon every able Muslim at least once per lifetime — Allah (swt) has given us
the opportunity to earn rewards equivalent to performing Hajj each and every
single day.

But how?!

Often times we think our Deen is very difficult, and we that have to perform
lots of colossal deeds to get into Paradise. But there’re actually some deeds
which are so easy to do, but have massive rewards.

The following Hadith is a perfect example of this. We are taught of an act so
simple, yet the rewards are mind blowing:

“Whoever prays Fajr in congregation then sits
remembering Allah until the sun rises, then prays

two rak’ahs, will have a reward like that of Hajj and

‘Umrah, complete, complete, complete.” [Tirmidhi]
How INCREDIBLE is that?!

Just by performing this one action, we can accumulate a huge number of
deeds each day. It’s important to remember however, that performing this
action is likened to one Hajj and one Umrah in terms of rewards, not in terms
of fulfilling one’s obligation. If somebody is regular in performing this deed
every day, it does not mean that they are no longer required to perform the
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blessed pilgrimage in real life. We must remember that Allah (swt) rewards us
as He wills, and the physical acts of saving money, travelling long distances,
bearing the hardships of travel and enduring the physical activities required
during Hajj will carry their own mega rewards.

So... you may be thinking, “Well, it's not so easy to stay awake after Fajr until
sunrise. That could be hours long!”.

Here’s an easier way to carry it out:

Say for example sunrise (the time at which Fajr ends) is at 7am, you can
simply delay your Fajr congregation until 6:40 or 6:45. This way, you now only
have to wait 15 minutes until sunrise hits at 7am, plus an extra 15-20 minutes
until the forbidden time of prayer passes. During this time you can recite the
Qur’an, or recite Dhikr etc. At around 7:15-7:20am, the time of Ishraq will
enter and you can now stand to pray the 2 rak’ahs.

Easy peasy — lemon squeezy!

May Allah (swt) grant us the ability to carry out this great deed every single
day — Ameen!



